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Nestled amidst the rolling hills of Hampshire, England, lies Highclere
Castle, the magnificent estate that served as the iconic setting for the
beloved TV series Downton Abbey. However, beyond the silver screen lies
a captivating historical tale: the story of Lady Almina and the real Downton
Abbey.

Lady Almina Herbert, later Countess of Carnarvon, inherited Highclere
Castle in 1895. A woman of remarkable vision and determination, Almina
embarked on an ambitious project to restore the castle to its former
grandeur.
Modernizing a Heritage
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Working alongside renowned architect Edwin Lutyens, Almina transformed
Highclere into a modern masterpiece of Edwardian architecture. She
introduced cutting-edge technologies such as electric lighting and central
heating, while preserving the castle's rich historical character.

Almina's passion for art and entertainment found its expression in lavish
parties and theatrical performances hosted at Highclere. She welcomed
notable figures of the day, including writers, politicians, and royalty.
The Rise and Fall of an Aristocratic Dynasty
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Lady Almina's marriage to George Herbert, the 5th Earl of Carnarvon,
brought both challenges and opportunities. While their union strengthened
the castle's financial stability, George's lavish lifestyle and gambling debts
cast a shadow over their grand enterprise.

In 1922, a tragedy struck the family when George died after being bitten by
an infected mosquito while excavating King Tutankhamun's tomb in Egypt.
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Almina carried on the legacy of Highclere, enduring the economic
challenges of the post-war era with resilience and determination.
Preserving a Legacy

Today, Highclere Castle remains a testament to Lady Almina's vision and
the enduring spirit of the aristocracy. Her great-granddaughter, Lady Fiona
Carnarvon, the current Countess of Carnarvon, continues to preserve the
castle's legacy and share its captivating history with the world.
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Through guided tours, exhibitions, and events, Lady Fiona ensures that the
story of Lady Almina and The Real Downton Abbey continues to inspire and
fascinate generations to come.

The tale of Lady Almina and The Real Downton Abbey is a captivating
blend of history, architecture, and human drama. It offers a glimpse into the
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transformative power of one woman's determination, the resilience of an
aristocratic dynasty, and the enduring legacy of a magnificent estate.
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