
The Extraordinary Legacy of Tommy Tune: A
Journey Through the Musical Theater's
Golden Age
In the realm of musical theater, few names shine brighter than that of
Tommy Tune. With his unparalleled artistry and boundless imagination,
Tune has left an enduring mark on Broadway, creating masterpieces that
have captivated audiences for decades. In his new book, "The Musical
Theater of Tommy Tune: Broadway Legacies," Tune invites readers on an
intimate journey through his extraordinary career, sharing his insights,
anecdotes, and the stories behind his groundbreaking work.

The Early Years: A Child of the Stage

Tommy Tune's passion for the theater was ignited at an early age. Born in
Waco, Texas, in 1939, Tune was exposed to the world of performing arts
through his parents, both vaudeville dancers. As a young boy, he would
spend countless hours backstage, absorbing the magic of live theater.
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By the age of nine, Tune was already taking dance lessons and performing
on local stages. His talent and dedication quickly earned him recognition,
and at the age of 15, he received a scholarship to attend the University of
Texas at Austin. There, he honed his skills in dance, music, and theater,
laying the foundation for his future success.

Broadway Beginnings: A Star is Born

In 1965, Tommy Tune made his Broadway debut in the chorus of "Baker
Street." This marked the beginning of a remarkable journey that would see
him blossom into one of the most iconic figures in musical theater history.
Over the next two decades, Tune's versatility and charisma were
showcased in a string of memorable roles, from the tap-dancing Hoofer in
"Bye Bye Birdie" to the smooth-talking gambler in "Guys and Dolls."

Directorial Triumphs: A New Vision for Broadway

In the early 1980s, Tommy Tune's talents extended beyond the stage. He
made his directorial debut with "A Day in Hollywood/A Night in the Ukraine,"
a groundbreaking musical that combined vaudeville, burlesque, and satire.
This daring and innovative work garnered critical acclaim and won Tune his
first Tony Award for Best Director.

Tune's directorial prowess continued to shine in subsequent years. He
helmed such iconic productions as "Nine" (1982),"My One and Only"
(1983),and "Grand Hotel" (1989),winning numerous Tony Awards and
establishing himself as one of the most celebrated directors in Broadway
history.
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Signature Style: Choreography and More

Tommy Tune is renowned not only for his directing but also for his
exceptional choreography. His signature style is characterized by energy,
exuberance, and a playful sense of humor. Tune's choreography has
become an integral part of the Broadway lexicon, inspiring generations of
dancers and performers alike.

Beyond his work on the stage, Tune has also made significant contributions
to the world of film and television. He served as choreographer for such
notable films as "The Boy Friend" (1971),"The Best Little Whorehouse in
Texas" (1982),and "Hairspray" (2007).

Personal Journey: Overcoming Challenges

Tommy Tune's extraordinary career has not been without its challenges. In
his book, he candidly shares his struggles with alcohol and substance
abuse. Through it all, Tune has emerged as a beacon of resilience and
inspiration, showcasing the transformative power of facing adversity with
courage and determination.

Legacy: Inspiring the Next Generation

Tommy Tune's influence on musical theater is immeasurable. His
groundbreaking work has not only entertained audiences but has also
inspired countless young artists to pursue their dreams on the stage.
Through his mentorship and teaching, Tune has helped nurture the talent of
future stars, ensuring that the legacy of Broadway will continue to thrive.

In "The Musical Theater of Tommy Tune: Broadway Legacies," Tommy
Tune invites readers to step behind the curtain and experience the magic of
his extraordinary career. This captivating and insightful book is a treasure



for fans of musical theater, offering a glimpse into the creative mind of one
of its greatest icons.

As we celebrate Tommy Tune's illustrious journey, we are filled with
gratitude for his artistry, his perseverance, and his unwavering dedication to
the art of musical theater. May his legacy continue to inspire generations to
come, enriching the world with joy, laughter, and boundless creativity.
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