The Guild Guitar: The Story Behind the Iconic
Instrument That Shaped Music

The Guild Guitar has been a staple of the music industry for over 60 years.
Used by countless legendary musicians, from Bob Dylan to Eric Clapton,
the Guild has become synonymous with quality craftsmanship and
exceptional sound. In his book, "The Guild Guitar," author Kenneth Tynan
delves deep into the history, design, and legacy of this iconic instrument.

The Guild Story

The Guild Guitar Book by Kenneth Tynan
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The Guild Guitar Company was founded in 1952 by Alfred Dronge, a former
Gibson employee. Dronge's vision was to create a line of guitars that would
rival the quality of Martin and Gibson, but at a more affordable price.

The early Guild models, such as the F-30 and F-40, were based on Gibson
designs. However, Guild quickly established its own unique identity,
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developing innovative features such as the arched back, which improved
resonance and volume.

In the 1960s, Guild guitars gained widespread popularity among folk and
rock musicians. Bob Dylan famously played a Guild F-212 on the cover of
his album "Freewheelin' Bob Dylan." Eric Clapton used a Guild D-40 during
his time with Cream.

Design and Innovation

One of the key factors that set Guild guitars apart is their exceptional
craftsmanship. Every Guild guitar is handmade, using the finest materials
and traditional techniques. The bodies and necks are made from premium
woods, such as mahogany, rosewood, and spruce.

Guild guitars are also known for their innovative designs. The arched back,
mentioned earlier, is a unique feature that enhances both the sound and
the playing experience. Other innovations include the zero fret, which
provides better intonation, and the adjustable truss rod, which allows
players to adjust the action of their guitar.

The Guild Legacy

Over the years, countless legendary musicians have played Guild guitars.
In addition to Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton, other notable Guild players
include Neil Young, Johnny Cash, and Joe Walsh.

The Guild Guitar has also been featured in countless films and television
shows. In the 1973 film "The Sting," Paul Newman plays a Guild F-50. In
the TV show "The Walking Dead," Daryl Dixon uses a Guild D-28.



"The Guild Guitar" by Kenneth Tynan is a comprehensive and engaging
account of one of the most iconic instruments in music history. From its
humble beginnings to its legendary status today, the Guild Guitar has
played an important role in shaping the sound of generations. Whether
you're a seasoned guitarist or simply an admirer of fine craftsmanship, this
book is a must-read.
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